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PhD Qualifying Exam

Behavior Analysis Area

(revised 9.30.16)

Overview
This plan lays out a schedule for students to complete the qualifying exam during year 04 in the program.  Written exam (Fall) and review paper (Spring) options are permitted for the written portion of the exam, which will be evaluated by the behavior analysis faculty.  The oral portion of the exam will include the full PhD supervisory committee.
Scheduling

1. Students should complete the qualifying exam (written and oral portions) during the Fall term of year 04 in the program.  Exceptions: Students entering with a master’s degree may take the exam in year 03 provided they have taken the necessary coursework (see below).  Students may take the exam in year 05 with permission of the faculty.

2. Students must have completed the master’s degree or have submitted a manuscript to their advisor documenting research competency prior to taking the oral part of the exam.

3. Students should confer with their advisor during Spring term prior to an exam to (a) confirm that they will take the written exam in the Fall, (b) obtain approval for electing the review paper option, or (c) request postponement of the exam.

Written exam

1. The exam will be scheduled for one full day (group administration) at the beginning of the Fall term.

2. The exam will be a common test prepared by the BA faculty (exam committee).

3. Exam content will be taken from the core BA sequence: EAB 6099 (survey of behavior analysis), EAB 6118 (theoretical foundations), EAB 6707 (applied behavior analysis), EAB 6712 (Experimental Psychopathology), EAB 6716 (Behavior Analysis in Developmental Disabilities), EAB 6719* (Strategies and Tactics of Human Behavioral Research), EAB 6750 (Quantitative methods), EAB 6780 (professional and ethical issues), and EAB 7050 (verbal behavior).

4. The exam committee will grade the exam and will either recommend a “pass” to the student’s PhD committee chair or specify remedial procedures.

*phased in after 2017 – exceptions may be granted on a case-by-case basis

Review paper option

1. The student may initiate work on the review paper after receiving approval from the faculty advisor.

2. Students electing this option are exempt from taking written exam.

3. The paper will critically review literature in an area relevant to the student’s program of study and will be written in a format suitable for submission to a peer-reviewed journal in the student’s field (~50 pages plus references).
4. Students may consult with their advisors during the planning stage; however, a single editorial review (by advisor or another person) is permitted before submitting the paper to the exam committee by end of Spring term year 04.

5. The exam committee will grade the paper and will enter a “pass” recommendation in the student’s file or specify remedial procedures. 

Program of study (POS)
The POS contains a narrative summary of the student’s program to date.  The student submits the POS to the advisor for approval and then to the PhD supervisory committee prior to the oral portion of the exam. The following format is suggested.

a. Part 1:  Narrative

· Brief summary of undergraduate and/or pre-UF experience (one page max, but a paragraph may be adequate)

· Course work:  List courses taken and organize as: (a) behavior analysis pre-UF grad, (b) behavior analysis UF grad, and (c) other

· Research experience: Summarize UF assignments and studies conducted

· Teaching:  Summarize teaching experience, formal and informal

· Applied or clinical experience:  Summarize UF activity and responsibilities

· Goals:  Summarize immediate plans for degree completion and also career goals

b. Part 2: Dissertation proposal (NOTE:  If you have not yet developed a proposal, this section will be left blank.  The oral exam may be conducted, but a subsequent meeting will be scheduled to review the proposal)

· Brief overview of dissertation topic (lit review and purpose, ~2-3 pages max)

· General outline of studies and procedures

· Status report:  Indicate whether studies have commenced; if so, summarize results to date

· References (either those cited or a larger list to give the committee an idea of what you’ve read so that they might suggest additional sources)

c. Part 3:  Include a current copy of your CV

Oral exam

1. Students taking the written exam schedule the oral during subsequent Spring term; those electing the review paper option schedule the oral after the review paper is approved.  

2. The oral consists of a review of the student’s POS and recommendation from the exam committee.

3. The PhD supervisory committee submits final approval for candidacy. 
