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Ten Things You Need to Know 
Before You Apply

Â 1. Areas Within Psychology and Beyond

Â 2. Level of Training: Masters vs. Doctorate

Â 3. Ph.D. vs. Psy.D.: the Model Matters

Â 4. Clinical vs. Counseling: Similarities and Differences

Â 5. Reputational Rankings: All that glitters is not gold

Â 6. Admissions criteria and acceptance rates

Â 7. Funding for Graduate Studies

Â 8. Attrition Rates in Graduate Programs

Â 9. Employment settings and salaries for psychologists

Â 10. Quality of Life



#1  Areas of Psychology

Â Percentage of Doctorates by area

-44% clinical
-11% counseling
-6% educational psychology
-6% I/O
-5% school 
- developmental (4%)

Â - social (3%)
- quantitative (3%)

Â -cognitive (1%)

Â -personality (1%) 

Â -other (12%)



Two Critical Points

ÂAPA-accreditation ONLY applies to 
doctoral training in professional areas

ÂPsychology is only one of five overall 
behavioral healthcare professions 
(Psychiatry, Education, Social Work, 
Psychiatric Nursing)



#2  Levels of Graduate Training: 
Masters or Ph.D.?

ÂMasterôs degrees require 2 years

Âenables you to work in research contexts or 
clinical/counseling contexts

ÂThesis or Non-Thesis tracks

ÂMay or may not provide an advantage for 
subsequent doctoral work



Masters or Ph.D.?

ÂWhy you might want to do a Masterôs 

- want to work at the masterôs level (salaries 
comparable in many contexts)
-not sure about commitment to doctoral study
-want to work for a couple of years first
-want to develop greater focus and interests 
before doctoral study
-applying to counseling psychology programs 
that require a masterôs first



Masters or Ph.D.?

ÂWhy you might need to do a Masterôs first

1. boost GPA
2. remediate course deficiencies (non-majors)
3. enhance clinical experience
4. enhance research experience
5. application submitted late 
6. starting in the Spring (January)
7. weak letters of recommendation (no mentors)



#3  Psy.D. vs. Ph.D.

ÂTo understand the difference between 
these degrees requires knowing 
something about the history of training in 
professional psychology

ÂBoulder (Ph.D.) vs. Vail (Psy.D.) Model


